
RIVER AND STREAM INVESTIGATIONS

Job No. I I I .  S i l ver  Creek Fisheries Invest igat ions

 Period Covered: 1 March 1975 to 29 February 1976

by

Jerry Mal le t
Fishery Research Supervisor

May, 1976



TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page

ABSTRACT ....................................................................................................................1

RECOMMENDATIONS .................................................................................................2

OBJECTIVES ................................................................................................................ 2

INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................................... 2

TECHNIQUES USED ....................................................................................................2

FINDINGS ......................................................................................................................5

Fish Harvest ......................................................................................................... 5
Angler Opinions and Preferences ...................................................................... 5
Fishing Methods .................................................................................................11
Angler Residence ...............................................................................................11
Hatchery Rainbow Releases .............................................................................11

DISCUSSION ...............................................................................................................11
LITERATURE CITED ..................... .............................................................................11

LIST OF TABLES

Table 1. Harvest information col lected at S i lver  Creek
during 1975 ................................................................................................6

Table 2. Angler opinion and preference information ..................................................7
Table 3. Fishing methods u t i l i z e d  on S i lver  Creek and

t r i bu ta r i es  during 1975 ......................................................................... 12
Table 4. Residence of anglers interviewed on S i lver

Creek during 1975 .................................................................................... 13
Table 5. Hatchery rainbow t rou t  released i n  S i lver

Creek and Loving Creek during 1975 ......................................................14

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1. Diagram of S i lver  Creek with stream sections
u t i l i z e d  during 1975 ............................................................................. 4



ABSTRACT

Silver Creek has been a stream of national renown for many years. Because of the
importance of Silver Creek as a trout fishery, an intensive fishery investigation has been
programmed. During 1975 a limited effort was made to collect information that w i l l  assist i n
preparation for more intensive studies to be conducted in 1976 and 1977.

Fishing i n  Silver Creek during 1975 was re la t ive ly  good as indicated by catch
rates from 0.8 to 2.6 in various stream sections. Over half (59%) of the anglers l i s ted
fishing as good and only 6% listed i t  as poor.

Anglers kept fewer trout (97) in section 1 (" f ly-only")  and anglers fishing section 3 ("
hatchery rainbows") kept most fish (977).

Approximately 93% of the anglers interviewed did not favor the use of boats for fishing
on Silver Creek. About 84% did not favor the use of float tubes in the " f ly - f ish ing-only"
section of Silver Creek.

The 14-in regulation on Silver Creek and t r ibutar ies was satisfactory to 88% of the
anglers.

Forty percent of the anglers on Silver Creek fished with f l i e s ,  13% with lures and
47% with ba i t .  However, bait was used by over 50% of the anglers u t i l i z i n g  those
stream sections where they had a choice.

Idaho residents composed 55% of the anglers interviewed on Silver Creek during
1975. Nonresident anglers were in the majority only in areas in which hatchery catchable
rainbows were stocked.
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